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FX AMINER INTERVIEW AGENDA 

October 9, 2002 10:00am 
Examiner A. Koenig 
Fax: (703) 746-5748 

Ti£ S aL°io program reception terminal for television delivery 

SYSTEM 
Applicants: Hendricks et al. 
Applicants 1 Representatives: Sung Kim, John Harrop 

Proposed A mpmrimenff fri tV "* riairns- 

1. (Amended) A hardware upgrade for a set top t erminal, the hardware upgrade comprising: 
an interface to the terminal whereby subscriber selections and digtaLaudio signals that 

represent audio programs may be receive d^ wherein the dist al audio signals are received from a 

television program delivery system: 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the digtaLaudio 

signals; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio signal based 
on the subscriber selections. 

23. (Twice Amended) A set top t erminal comprising: 

a receiver adapted to receive programs including audio programs; 

a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including subscriber audio 

program selections; and 

a first hardware upgrade, connected to receive the subscriber selections and digital audio 

signals that represent the audio programs, the first hardware upgrade comprising: 

an interface to the terminal whereby the digital audio signals and subscriber 

selections may be receive d, wherein the digital audio s ignals are received from a television 

program delivery system: 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the digital 

audio signals; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio 
signal based on the subscriber selections. 

37. (Amended) A system for delivery and reception of audio programs, the system comprising: 
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a television program delivery system adapted to deliver programs including audio 
programs; and 

a set t_op_t ermmal adapted to receive the programs from the television program delivery 

system, the terminal comprising: 

a receiver adapted to receive the programs including the audio programs; 
a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including subscriber 
audio program selections; and 

a hardware upgrade, connected to receive the subscriber selections and digital 
audio signals that represent the audio programs, the hardware upgrade comprising: 
an interface to the terminal whereby the digital audio signals and 
subscriber selections may be received; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the 
digital audio signals; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected 
audio signal based on the subscriber selections. 
45, (Amended) A method for receiving audio programs at a set top terminal capable of receiving 
audio/visual programs in addition to the audio programs, an audio/visual program being 
represented by an audio signal accompanied by a corresponding video signal, and an audio 
program being represented fan] bv a digital audio signal only, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving digital audio signals that represent the audio programs , wherein the digital 
audio signals are received from a television program delivery system: 
receiving subscriber selections; 

selecting one of the digital audio signals using one or more of the subscriber selections; 

processing the selected digital_ audio signal; and 

outputting the processed audio signal 
62. (Amended) An apparatus capable of receiving audio/visual programs and audio programs, 
ao audio/visual program being represented by an audio signal accompanied by a corresponding 
video signal, and an audio program being represented [anl bv a digital audio signal only, the 
apparatus comprising: 
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a receiver adapted to receive the programs including audio programs represented by 
digital audio "irnr 1 " , audio sig " a1fi are received ^ " ^^ rion P™*"™ 

delivery system; 

a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including subscriber audio 
program selections; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the receiver, that processes the dttgitdandio 
signals; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio signal based 
on the subscriber selections. 

80. (Amended) An apparatus capable of receiving audio/visual programs and audio programs, 
an audio/visual program being represented by an audio signal accompanied by a corresponding 
video signal, and an audio program being represented [an]by a digital audio signal only, the 
apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving the programs including audio programs represented by digital audio 
signals , wherein the digital audio signals are received from a television program delivery system; 

means for receiving subscriber inputs including subscriber audio program selections; 

means, connected to the means for receiving programs, for processing the di^taLaudio 
signals; and 

means, connected to the means for processing, for outputting a selected audio signal 
based on the subscriber selections, 

104. (Amended) A cable television set top terminal comprising: 

a first hardware upgrade connected to the termina l, wherein the first hardwa re upgrade is 
capable of receiving digital audio signals from a television p rogram delivery system; and 

one or more additional hardware upgrades connected to the terminal. 
110. (Amended) A system for delivery and reception of audio programs, the system comprising: 

a television program delivery system adapted to deliver programs including audio 
programs and HDTV audio/visual programs; and 

a set top_ terminal adapted to receive the programs from the television program delivery 

system, the terminal comprising: 

a receiver adapted to receive the programs including the audio programs; 
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a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including subscriber 

audio program selections; and 

a hardware upgrade, connected to receive the subscriber selections and digM 
audio signals that represent the audio programs, the hardware upgrade comprising: 
an interface to the terminal whereby the digital_audio signals and 
subscriber selections may be received; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the 

digitaLaudio signals; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected 
audio signal based on the subscriber selections. 
118. (Amended) An apparatus capable of receiving audio/visual programs, including HDTV 
programs, and audio programs, an audio/visual program being represented by an audio signal 
accompanied by a corresponding video signal, and an audio program being represented [an]by_a 
digital audio signal only, the apparatus comprising: 

a receiver adapted to receive the programs including audio programs represented by 
digital audio ^pn als. wherein the digital aud i o signals are received from a television program 
delivery system: 

a subscriber interface adapted to receive subscriber inputs including subscriber audio 
program selections; 

audio processing circuitry, connected to the receiver, that processes the digitaLaudio 
signals; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio signal based 

on the subscriber selections. 
A 144. (New) —A hardware upgrade for a set top terminal, the hardware upgrade remotely located 
^ from the set top terminal, the hardware up grade comprising: 
^ t\t an interface to the tenninal whereby subscriber selections and digital audio signals that 

\^ represent audio programs may be received, wherein the digital audio signals are received from a 
r(\ ' television program delivery system, wherein the television program delivery system is capable of 
^ simultaneously transmitting video signals that are unrelated to the digital audio signals; 
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audio processing circuitry, connected to the interface, that processes the digital.audio 
signals, wherein the processing circuitry allows access to the digital audio signals while the 
unrelated video signals are viewed on a television; and 

an output, connected to the processing circuitry, that outputs a selected audio signal based 

on the subscriber selections- 

145. (New) -The hardware upgrade of claim 144 further comprising a remote control unit, the 
remote control unit comprising inputs for entering the subscriber selections.- 
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